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Proposed federal funding cuts for social services threaten HACC 
and the Rogers Park community

You can help people build better futures despite these potential cuts. 

Donate today! howardarea.org/donate

It’s HACC’s 50th Anniversary! Your support made it happen.

Save-the-date: HACC will throw a bash to celebrate 50 years this October! Look out for an 
invitation in the mail this summer. 

Through the program, youth gain on-the-job experience and  learn 
about different trades, professionalism, and conflict resolution. One 
of HACC’s partners is Revive Consignment in Rogers Park, a generously 
affordable clothing shop, owned by Jackie Marchand Heller. Jackie 
is one of 6 partners  dedicated to the community that sustains her 
business. 

“I want the interns to come away from the experience 
feeling like they are respected and appreciated,” Jackie said. 

Visit Revive Consignment at 1606 W. Pratt and find them on 
Facebook at Revive Consignment Chicago. 

Interested in becoming a partner? Contact Brittney Thomas at 
bthomas@howardarea.org to get started! 

Be a HACC business partner and hire Rogers Park youth today! 

Howard Area Community Center’s Career Readiness Program places young people in jobs at local 
businesses and pays their salary. 

°°°°°°]thank§you![°°°

Helping Hands
HACC Adult Education students are working with A Just Harvest’s The Genesis Project to grow vegetables and herbs in 
Gale Elementary  Community Academy’s greenhouse. Adult learners are seeding plants indoors to prepare their crop for 
summer outdoor gardening. So far, 10 students are attending and improving their English in the garden. Below, stu-
dents are planting their recently rooted sweet potatoes! 

Springing ahead! Springing ahead! 
HACC is so excited for a new partnership that is seeding friendships across cultures and 
strengthening budding English language skills! 

The federal government has threatened to 
drastically reduce funding for agencies like the Labor 
Department, the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, and the Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

HACC programs funded by these agencies might be 
at risk. This includes job assistance for youth and 
those returning from prison and support for 
domestic violence survivors.



But even with help from HACC it can be hard to stay positive as an immigrant in America. She did not expect that her family 
would face violent discrimination for being Muslim and Black.

At home, Adeola’s 4-year-old and 13-year-old daughters watch the news and come to her scared by the Muslim Ban instituted 
by the current Trump administration. At work, some patients refuse her care because she’s Black. Some have even used violent 
racial slurs before knowing her name.

But Adeola said she relies on wisdom from Nigeria to keep her grounded, console her children, and provide excellent care at 
work. 

Adeola graduates nursing school in two months. Thank you, to the donors, who walk with people from ALL BACKGROUNDS 
on their journey to building a better future!

The future king of late night 
Shane, 21, is a young person in HACC’s Career 
Readiness Program and a self-proclaimed 
mixture of Ellen DeGeneres and Steve Harvey. 
He’s a comedian, a poet, and an aspiring 
YouTube talk show host.

And this month he landed an internship that 
will help him make his dreams come true!

At Shane’s new internship he has the space and tools to make his voice heard. He answers the phones and keeps the studio 
clean while being artistically mentored with full access to media equipment. 

Above all, he wants to inspire and support his queer community.  “I’m trying to force myself to be comfortable with myself. I 
want to see people happy with themselves,” he said. 

Shane is nervous for his family to look at what he creates. But sharing our life stories can be one of the most powerful tools for 
change. He said, “If they watch it, I hope they can have an open heart and mind.” 

Starting at 11 years old other kids called him faggot. “I’d say I’m not gay! I’d 
kill myself if I was gay!...I was afraid of people looking at me like I was soft. 
It’s like a shark smelling blood in the water,” Shane said.

As he’s grown up, Shane has bravely advocated for queer rights. His 
captivating spoken word poetry sheds light on injustices faced by the queer 
and Black community. His current idea is a Youtube talk show interviewing 
young people about relationships, sex, and race. 

“I shouldn’t have to prove how similar I am to a straight person or a white 
person to prove that I deserve the same rights as them,” he said, 
referencing not only the struggle to legalize gay marriage but racism within 
the queer community as well. 

“If you see somebody, don't judge them by their appearance. Just move with them, walk with them, do 
with them, and see who they are,” she said, quoting her mother. 

– Barbara Kaufman, HARP Coordinator

Update! HARP started a children’s book exchange! 

Thanks to some very generous 
women, the Howard Area Reading 
Program received enough donations to 
start a book exchange! 

Shane came to HACC in the summer of 2016 
desperately seeking a job.

“I was applying to a job every day. I was planning on 
calling every Family Dollar in Chicago– I still haven’t 
gotten a call back!” he said with a loud laugh. 

As of February, HACC helped place him with the 
Street-Level Youth Media program at Urban 
Gateways, a non-profit youth organization. 

This job means a lot to him. 

Right now Shane lives with his mother and brother in a one-bedroom apartment in Back of the Yards. He shares the cramped 
livingroom with his mother. He’s saving his new salary to move out and buy camera equipment. 

Shane identifies as queer and his family hasn’t been the most accepting. The idea of inviting over other queer friends, let alone a 
partner, feels out of the question. 

“It’s hard to be in a household where you can’t be who you are. You can’t even dress how you want to dress,” he said. 

A child self-selects a book at their reading 
level to take home and read on their own or 
share with their family. Once a book is 
returned to HARP, the child can pick out 
another book to take home. 

The second graders LOVE the program. One 
mom said that her son has been proudly 
reading his book to anyone who will listen! We 
could not ask for a better review. 

You are helping Adeola become a nurse and support her family!

Adeola, or “Addy” as her patients call her, immigrated to America from Nigeria with the 
dream of helping sick people become healthy.

After working with the HACC Employment Resource Center, Adeola received 
tuition aid for nursing school and mentorship through the Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act. It covered $8,000 of her $16,000 tuition.

As a registered nurse, she can make up to $20 per hour and afford the costly 
necessities for a family of four with her husband. 

“[HACC’s support] is really helpful for us immigrants...now the children are 
happy and doing well. Whatever they need for school, I can provide it for them,” 
Adeola said.

Fiscal Year July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016


